Phonemic imperception in aphasia.
This study investigated characteristics of 14 aphasics with impaired phoneme discrimination identified from a population of 100 patients with left hemisphere lesions. All patients with impaired phoneme discrimination were significantly impaired in aural comprehension, but many showed intact sound recognition and some showed normal reading comprehension. Defects in phoneme discrimination were typically seen in the acute stage of aphasia resulting from stroke; and in most instances, defects in phoneme discrimination were no longer apparent 4 months postonset. All patients who recovered normal phoneme discrimination also made significant improvement in aural comprehension. The findings support the concept that some aural comprehension defects result from a specific disturbance in phoneme discrimination.